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If in these works, there are certain episodes which
mention Him as having sought help from other Gods,
it was only to show that He merely acted as an ordinary
human submitting Himself to the then prevailing
situations and in accordance with His role
Visishtadwaita, the philosophy behind
Vaishnavism is a system of thought that can be found
in the Vedas where Snman Narayana is descnbed as
Supreme, possessing auspicious qualities. The
Upamshads amplify the terse Vedic statements. The
Brahma Sutras, which are in the form of aphorisms,
when annotated, strictly in accordance with the Vedic
directives, clearly explain the nature of God and of the
individual soul (the sentient being) and of their
relationship. They also indicate, though others have
their own interpretations and though they mention a
variety of paths to reach God, the clear vista of
devotion, knowledge and duty. The core of all the
teachings emphasises that man is but a dependent on
God and must rely on Him only to get salvation.
The Visishtadwaita doctrine lays emphasis on the
reality of the world, on a code of conduct, on offering
worship to Sriman Narayana along with His consort,
Lakshmi in different forms and seeking Their grace by
holding on to their feet. The 4,000 Tamil verses of the
12 Azhwars not only provide the translated contents of
the Vedas in Tamil but state the purpose of human life
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